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% duly 1963 


MEW RAMI POH: The Executive Director 


Vias the Director of Security 


i. This memorandum contains @ recommendation in Paragraph 7. 


2. ‘The attached article, “I Gpied on Castro's Gabe,” in the April 1963 
jesue of EBONY, was based on an authorized interview, and the article was 
cleared by the Security Review office of the Department of Defense. 


3. After the Outober TV press conference of Secretary McNamaza, & 
prase conference was held at Roamestead Air Base in Floride, with the ap- 
provel of the governeent agencies involved from the White House dow. The 
feature of this press conference was Captain Thoms L. Kennagan, 363rd 
Taetics] Recoumiissance Wing, & young Negro pilot who was of great huwin 
interest, not only becefuse of the auccessful mission he secomplished, but 
peeause Ke is & Hegre. 


4. EBONY was not represented at the press conference. EBONY is pub- 
iianed at 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago 16, DLlinolis, by the Johnson 
®ubliahing Company. John H. Jebnson is Editor ani Publisher. It is o 
moathly with @ cirwulation of 656,000. It ie a Begro picture magesine 
covering features of general interest. It bas « Washington, D.C., office 
headed by Simeon Booker at 1526 G Street, H.W. It sells for 35 cents a 
copy. ESONY protested to the Air Force and to the Department of Defense 
ainl requested an interview with Captain Rennagean. The Department of Defensr 
approved the request and made Captain Henongan avaliable for an interview, 
on the comiition thet the copy would be cleare’. It was cleared. 


a» it would be futile and most unwise to aek the Freas not to rua such 
maman interest stories. There is also the viewpoint of the militery services 
to get favorable publicity in peacetime on exploits that bring credit to the 
services Ga & whole and te the individuale who perferm them. In this in- 
stance, by clearing the request of ESOMY, the DOD kept that important egro 
wagagine happy, and satisfied Security requirements by exmaining the copy 
prior ta publicetion, & procedure that EBONY agreed to, but one they did 
met Rave to agree to. 


& My answer to the question by Mr. Elder, “hat enn be done to stop 
auch things?" ia for the Director to take action to atep these stories at 
their source if he deems such action necessary. I foresee considerable 
adiffvieulty in making theh an action agreeable to the military services 
me to the Press. 


7. Hesemmendation: That the Director take no form]. action in this 
metter. 
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